Introduction
In judging the value of automation, it is important to consider economic aspects and its impact on the laboratory, as well as on the hospital system.
Consequently, the objective of this paper is to present some useful financial parameters for evaluating the impact of automation in the clinical laboratory, plus some insight into the potential effect of automation on the hospital system.
Key laboratory parameters
In order to evaluate the potential cost-savings of automation, it is necessary to first determine present costs in the laboratory. This provides the basis for comparing alternatives.
Total direct cost per reportable patient result is the best basis for comparison (total direct 
